
Subject : Xmas tree collection services. 

Notice to Club Secretary 

Having been made aware of several public advertisements relating to Xmas tree collection services 

from both Young Farmers Clubs and other charitable/voluntary organisations I am writing to  

highlight some important legislative requirements that may have overlooked and that you will need 

to ensure you comply with before undertaking carriage of others person’s waste. 

Waste Carriers Licence 

Householders must ensure that household waste is properly disposed of, and this includes waste 

from domestic properties including Xmas trees. There are too many incidences of householders 

paying a "man in a van" to take away their unwanted waste only for it to be fly-tipped further down 

the road which results in Police and other agencies investigating offences.   

If you are involved in the carriage of other persons waste as a business, a charity or voluntary 

organisation, then there is a requirement to register with the Environment Agency as a  waste 

carrier. This can be done online via the GOV.UK website or for further guidance you can contact the 

Environment Agency direct on 0370 850 6506. 

The registration for a charity or voluntary organisation requires a lower tier licence and is free but 

this will ensure that your organisation appears on the public register. This will give the necessary 

assurances to those persons from whom you are collecting waste that it will be disposed of in the 

correct & lawful manner and a waste transfer note can be issues if requested.  

Transportation of WasteIf the collection of waste involves the use of vehicles on the public road, 

then there are additional legislative regulations that require consideration & addressing prior to 

undertaking your waste carriage activity. 

• Hire & Reward/ Business use – If your waste collection activity involves the use of a vehicle 

& there is any financial gain or reward (ie: set charge or minimum donation) then check that 

your motor insurance policy covers your activity. There may well be additional cover 

required for ‘business use’ or ‘carriage of waste’. It would be advisable to discuss this with 

your own Insurance provider prior to commencing. 

• Types of vehicles used – As defined within Excise notice 75 [memorandum of Agreement] 

The carriage of other persons waste is not an activity accepted as ‘purposes relating to 

agriculture’. Use of an agricultural tractor and trailer for this activity would be considered  

general haulage and dealt with as a ‘goods vehicle operation’. Road traffic Offences will be 

committed unless the driver, vehicle & trailer meet all the legal requirements in respect to 

goods vehicle driver licencing, road tax, drivers hours, rebated fuel use, vehicle plating & 

MOT testing.  

This applies equally to other types of agricultural registered vehicles benefiting from 

‘agricultural use’ exemptions (quad bike & trailer, ATV’s etc). Rules & restrictions around 

limited use tax class, MOT exemption must be adhered too & will not be applicable if used 

outside of the restrictions.      
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