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FROM THE CHAIRMAN:FROM THE CHAIRMAN:
What a jam-packed few weeks we have 

had since South West Area! 

It was fantastic to see members get involved in 
the Addington Fund’s ‘Bunting Weekender’. 
We helped them cut and bag 5kms worth 
of the 14km long World’s Longest Knitted 
Bunting! This will now be sold in farm shops 
to raise up to £10,000 for the charity. 

We finally had the Christmas Ball rebranded 
as Paddy’s Ball. This was  at Westpoint with 
a new layout - I hope you’ll agree that it 

was a huge success and  
enjoyed yourself as 

much as I did. 
Don’t forget to 

keep the 25th 
June free 
for our 90th 
anniversary 
celebrations. 

I have had the absolute pleasure to get 
involved with Whimple’s exchange with 
Cumbria and Honiton’s exchange with Essex. 
My challenge for all our clubs is to do an 
exchange this year - you can have so much 
fun, get to travel somewhere new and meet 
new friends. I have plenty of contacts, so get 
in touch if you need any help. 

You may have seen that NFYFC are holding a 
summer ball on the 11th June at the National 
Chairman’s farm in Newcastle. I am really 
proud to be a part of bringing back a social 
event in NFYFC’s calendar! If your club are 
interested in attending please let me know as 
I would like to book a county hotel. 

It’s going to be a busy couple of months with 
summer looming - I can’t wait to get out and 
support your events coming up!
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The past month in Young Farmers 
has flown by! It was great to see so 

many members enjoying themselves at 
the Paddy’s Ball, well done to Meredith, 
Rosie and the rest of the team for putting 
on such a fantastic event at Westpoint. 
 
We hit a new milestone last week when 
we registered the 1700th member to 
Devon YFC – this is a huge achievement 
as we come out of the pandemic. Thanks 
must go to all the club, group and county 
officers for keeping members so engaged 
and motivated. I have really enjoyed going 
to club events, meeting members and 

COUNTY ORGANISER 
HELEN PRING
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It has been another busy month for Sports 
and social, kick started by a very successful 

South West Area! We managed to pick up the 
trophy for the county with the most points in 
sports competitions - well done to the Exe 
Valley Men’s Dodgeball team and the Honiton 
Ladies Hockey team that both came first! 

Well done also to our Cheerleading team 
(Tarka group) and our Choir team (Haldon 
Group) for also picking up first place in both 
competitions!

On the 19th March we held our ‘Paddy’s Ball’ 
at Westpoint - reorganised after we were 
unable to hold our ball at Christmas. It was a 
very successful event and we have received 
lots of positive comments - the Cumbrian’s 
who joined us told Nationals it was the best 
Young Farmers event they have ever been to!  
Definitely something to be proud of. Thank 
you also to Cat Down for all the great photos!

We are looking forward to our county rounds 
of Pub Sports and Mixed Netball coming up 
and we can’t wait to see you all taking part. 
Preparations are also underway for our 90th 
Ball which is taking place on the 25th June - 
save the date. Have a lovely Easter! 

Info@heywoodbars.co.uk

hearing about 
all the plans they 
have in place 
for the next six months – members will 
certainly be very busy! Raising money for 
other charities is the main centre point for 
most activities; this is an area which I do 
not feel members shout about enough as 
you all do so much for other people and 
this must be celebrated. 
 
We have our Show and Sale at Exeter 
Livestock Market on Wednesday 20th 
April – I look forward to seeing everyone 
there in what is sure to be a great event. 
 
As we look ahead, we have exciting plans 
ahead for our 90th Anniversary event on 
the 25th June and then straight on to 
Devon County Show a week later – more 
information will be released later this 
month.

SPORTS & SOCIAL
KATIE GRIST & KATIE NORTHMORE-LAND



www.devonyfc.co.uk April 2022 | Newsletter   54   April 2022 | Newsletter www.devonyfc.co.uk

FULL-TIME AND 
PART-TIME STUDY

EDUCATION 

FOR

EVERYONE

A WIDE RANGE OF 
APPRENTICESHIP 
VACANCIES

DEGREES 
AVAILABLE ON 
YOUR DOORSTEP

SHORT COURSES
FOR LEISURE 
AND INDUSTRY

0330 123 4784                    

SUBJECT AREAS ON OFFER:
• Agriculture 
• Animal Care 
• Apprenticeships 
• Arboriculture  
• Construction
• Countryside & Conservation 
• English & Maths
• Equine Management

• Floristry
• Forest School Leadership  
• Foundation Learning 
• Gamekeeping 
• Golf
• Horticulture
• Land-based Engineering
• Military & Protective Services

• Outdoor Adventure
• Plant Operations
• Sport 
• Veterinary Nursing 
• Zoology

PLEASE CHECK WHICH CAMPUS YOUR CHOSEN SUBJECT IS OFFERED AT.

Bicton College and Duchy College offer residential accommodation for age 16+ 

bicton.ac.uk        duchy.ac.uk

Hey everyone, it has been wonderful to 
see the sun shining! 

Last month we started off with South 
West Area and you would have seen all 
the results in last month’s newsletter. 
What a brilliant team Devon are, to come 
away winning the best County overall is 
incredible, so a huge well done to all those 
who participated. 

AGRI REPORT
RUPERT SHINNER

This month we had our second and final Responsible use of Medicines 
Course at the YFC centre, kindly put on by MoleCare Farm Vets again. 
This was very well attended and an educational experience for all.

We recently publicised that we will be doing an AGRI trip this year to Northern Ireland from 
11-13th of May which seems to have booked out very quickly! It doesn’t look like we’ll have any 
spaces left, but if you are interested please contact the office where we’ll put you on a reserve list.

On May 26th I’ve organised a trip to Denbrook Wind farm, Crediton. 7:30pm start. Keep your 
eyes on our social media for more information on how to book your space soon. 

I’m thinking about doing an ‘Introduction to Rotational Grazing’ beginners course, hopefully 
in May. If this is something you or a friend would be interested in please let us know as we’re 
wanting to know how much interest there would be in it. The course will be run by farmers for 
farmers and be very ‘down to earth’ and include practical basic facts & techniques from our 
grazing gurus. Good management will arguably be one of the most important things for a lot of 
livestock farmers for a long time.

Finally the joke of the month! What kind of pigs know Karate? Pork chops!

COMPETITIONS 
ALICE CHAPPLE

We have had a 
quieter month 
with no Devon 
competitions taking place, however we 
are busy getting ready for two of our 
biggest events. 

We have the outdoor competitions day 
on Saturday 14th May which we are just 
finalising the details for. Next we have 
Devon County Show at the end of June. 
The schedules are now out and on the 
Devon County Show website, so please 
take a look and enter classes - we hope 
to see the tent full of all our members 
amazing creations.

Finally, good luck to those members 
participating in the Devon YFC Show and 
Sale this month!
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CLUB UPDATES
Yarcombe yfc
Yarcombe YFC have 
presented two cheques 
from money raised from 
the past two years to 
the Farming Community 
Network and RD&E Charity 
Mardon Neurological 
Rehabilitation Centre. 
In total they raised over 
£7,700!

They’ve also recently held 
a club Tractor Run with 105 
tractors taking part, raising 
over £2000 for their charity 
for this year. 

TRAVEL REPORT
SHELLEY FORD

I’m finally able to share some dates with 
you for our upcoming travel events. At 

the Devon YFC 90th celebration on the 
25th June we will be hosting a duck race 
with a top prize of £100. You will see travel 
members at lots of events selling ducks, so 
make sure you get yours to avoid missing 

out on the big 
prize! 

On the 20th May we 
are also holding a travel party at Plymtree 
Village Hall - we look forward to seeing 
you there! 

Here at the Addington Fund, we want to give a 
HUGE shout out to the Devon Young Farmers 
and the lovely ladies of the Devon WI for helping 
us smash our target of cutting and bagging 5 
kilometres worth of the 14 kilometre long World’s 
Longest Knitted Bunting, during our Bunting 
Weekender event. 

The Guinness World Record breaking bunting was 
given to us from the Devon County Show back in 
the summer of 2020, after their knitting challenge 
broke the world record, with the aim for us to sell 
and raise funds for our charity.

The beautifully packaged bags have been delivered 
to farm shops in the local area to sell on to members 
of the public who’ll pick up their bunting in time for 
their summer parties and the jubilee! If all the bags 
are sold via the farm shops and via the shop on 
our website, the help from the young farmers and 
the Devon WI could raise up to £10,000 in total, 
which is invaluable for our charity and the farming 
community.

We continue to help the farming and rural 
communities as and when we are needed and with 
the help and support like so from the amazing 
DYFC and WI, we can continue to do so now and 
in future years to come. 

If you would like to know more about the farming 
charity, the Addington Fund, visit their website at 
www.addingtonfund.org.uk. 

Registered charity number 1097092. 

ADDINGTON FUND
BUNTING WEEKENDER

tavistock yfc
Tavistock YFC have had a 
busy start to the year so far 
with plenty of cheerleading 
practice, club socials 
and fundraisers. We are 
particularly proud of our 
members for coming first in 
the group round with our 
cheerleading routine and 
2nd in the county round! 

Our most recent charity 
event proved to be a huge 
success with our annual 
dung sale in March. 
The club sold 700 bags 
and 12 bulk loads raising 
over £1800 in total for our 
chosen charity for this year, 
NICU Plymouth - The Keep 
Me Close Appeal. 

We are looking forward 
to our next upcoming 

activities and fundraising 
events of the year including 
our Easter bingo on Monday 
11th April and our next 
big event which will be a 
summer ball. 

Charlotte Abel 



8   April 2022 | Newsletter www.devonyfc.co.uk www.devonyfc.co.uk April 2022 | Newsletter   9

WHIMPLE & 
BROADCLYST  YFC 
We welcomed 16 members 
from Cumbria YFC for 
an exchange weekend in 
March. We had a jam-packed 
weekend enjoying laser 
clays, a Hanlens Brewery tour, 
farms tours and of course 
Devon YFC’s Paddy’s Ball. It 
was a great weekend had by 
all and we look forward to 

visiting them in Cumbria in 
September. 

We held our Junior Disco 
where we hosted under 
18’s from several clubs in 
Devon. It was great to see 
this supported by many. We 
are looking forward to more 
club socials, sporting fixtures 
and our Auction of Promises 
coming up on the 6th May. 

Katie Drew 

kenn valley YFC 
Kenn valley have had a 
very successful dung run 
this year with around 600 
bags of dung bagged 
and sold around the local 
area of Kenn. We also 
held our charity auction of 
promises night and have 
an upcoming bingo night. 

Jess Hill

IVYBRIdGE YFC
PEDAL TO THE 
PARTY! 
Three members from 
Ivybridge YFC Pete Shinner, 
Jasmine Mumford and 
Ayesha Sheffield joined 
by Devon YFC’s County 
Chairman Rosie Bennett 
decided to take another 
mode of transport to SWA 
this year. Followed by 
their support driver Rachel 
Seymour. 
 
Starting in Ivybridge they set 
off on their journey, cycling to 
Weston-super-Mare. The first 
day they aimed for Exeter 
which was 34.5 miles, which 
at first seemed no mean 
feat for them. Sadly, the rain 

didn’t stop! Less than 5 miles 
in County Chairman Rosie 
nearly had a meltdown on 
a hill, the toys were thrown 
out of the pram and Mummy 
Bennett was almost on speed 
dial! Once they made it over 
that small ‘speed bump’ their 
spirits were kept high thanks 
to the donations coming in 
from their JustGiving page. 

Day two, the hardest day. 
Not only did it rain all day, 
but a few detours were 
taken. Resulting in a rather 
large 50 mile ride from 
Exeter to Bridgwater! A very 
scenic route through the 
countryside kept the four 
riders occupied. Navigating 
through Taunton to 
Bridgwater Jasmine picked 

up a rather large puncture 
- Ayesha to the rescue! All 
in one piece, they picked 
themselves back up and 
struggled onto the second 
stop. 
 
The final day, only 18.6 miles 
left to go. All very sore, tired 
but excited to get to the 
finish line they set off on the 
last leg. The sun was shining, 
all singing along, enjoying 
the easiest ride they have 

had over the three days. 

Soon the sea appeared in 

sight, and before they knew 

it they were cruising along 

the seafront. Welcomed by 

other YFC members they had 

finally peddled to the party! 

 Jazz Mumford 
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Welcome to the Devon YFC job board! Here we display job adverts from the farming and rural 
community across the South West. If you would like to advertise a job vacancy for your business, 
please contact organiser@devonyfc.co.uk. Find out more information, with links to apply at 
www.devonyfc.co.uk/jobs.

Job Advert

NFU: Assistant Adviser (Bovine TB)
Salary c. £23-25k per annum. Based in Wellington, Somerset with 
hybrid working.An opportunity has arisen for a Assistant Adviser 
(Bovine TB) to help co-ordinate applications for wildlife control 
licences and support the technical and operational functions within 
the bTB delivery unit.

Battens Farm: Full Time Experienced Tractor Driver 
Required for mixed farm at Stockland, near Honiton.  Main role tractor driving with some general farm 
work. Good rate of pay. Call Tom on 07598-783973 / 01404-881214 for more details.

We have lots of training opportunities available to members, many of which are heavily 
discounted for Devon YFC members with support from The Laura Persey Trust and Dartington 
Cattle Breeding Trust (DCBT). Visit our new training page on the website for links to apply: 
www.devonyfc.co.uk/yfc-training 

Training Opportunity 

Floral Spring Wreath Making
26th April - 7:30pm
Wellhayes Farm, EX14 9HT. 
£20. Discounted course from The Laura Persey Trust. 

Lantra Rough Terrain Telehandler 
24th May - 9am
Tone Valley Services, Wellington, TA21 0LZ. 
£283 (£141.50 DCBT funding on completion)

Lantra Rough Terrain Telehandler 
7th June - 9am
Mole Avon, Crediton, EX17 3FD. 
£283 (£141.50 DCBT funding on completion)

Emergency First Aid in the Workplace
7th & 14th June - 7pm - 9pm. 
YFC Centre - Cheriton Bishop. 
£50 (£25 DCBT funding on completion). 

Chainsaw Maintenance and Crosscutting
13th June & 14th June 2022
EX16 7DZ
£344 (£150 DCBT funding on completion)

Rough Terrain Telescopic Lift Trucks
4th July 2022
Ivybridge 
£283 (£100 DCBT funding on completion)

Tractor Driving 13-15 years old
27th July 2022
Tiverton 
£200 (£100 DCBT funding on completion)

Loaders - Shotgun
12th September 2022
Tiverton 
£180

Grey Squirrel Control
13th September 2022
Tiverton 
£291

Level 2 Food Hygiene
Online Course 
£22
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
APRIL
10th: Totnes YFC Charity Panto Performance 
10th: Mixed Netball Tournament 
11th: Tavistock YFC Easter Bingo 
12th: Bow YFC Easter Bingo 
12th: Withleigh YFC Easter Bingo 
14th: Cheriton & Tedburn YFC Bingo 
14th: Withleigh YFC Easter Remedies 
14th: Winkleigh Gilets and Wellies Disco 
15th: Kingsbridge YFC Easter Bingo 
16th: Lewdown 60th Anniversary Dinner & Dance 
18th: C&T YFC Panto Performance 
20th: Devon YFC Show & Sale 
21st: Members Meeting 
22nd: Buckland Brewer Disco 
23rd/24th: National Pantomime and MOTY Finals 
24th: Woolsery YFC Easter Big Breakfast 
24th: Witheridge YFC Luxury Easter Raffle Draw
26th: Floral Spring Wreath Making Training 
29th: Clawton YFC Party 
29th: Axminster YFC Pub Golf Disco 

Please send all newsletter contributions to: events@devonyfc.co.uk
Deadline for the May 2022 newsletter is Monday 2nd May

If you’d like to advertise within this newsletter, there is a £70 fee per month. More competitive rate for
longer term adverts (Excluding YFC diary dates)


