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FROM THE CHAIRMAN:FROM THE CHAIRMAN:
It’s been a really busy couple of months in 

Devon YFC.  Last month we introduced a 
new evening to the calendar, I hope all of you 
enjoyed roller skating in Barnstaple as much 
as I did! 
 
I’m sure you have all done your fair share of 
Pantomime, Cheerleading and Choir practices 
and I was extremely proud of everyone at the 
County Finals in Exmouth! I’m not sure Matt 
was prepared for the number of costumes 
changes we had over the weekend! Overall 
it was such a spectacle of the talents we have 
here in Devon. 
 
I am so proud that all of you who represented 
us at the competitions weekend at South West 
Area did an amazing job - coming away with 

a top three spot in every 
competition is amazing! 

I look forward to 
supporting you all 
at the national 
finals.  

Last week I really enjoyed joining Ivybridge 
YFC on their cycle to South West Area. We 
cycled over 100 very hilly miles, raising money 
for some fantastic charities: The Mustard Tree 
Clinic, The Amyloidosis Reasearch Fund within 
the Royal Free charity and Ivybridge YFC club 
funds. I’m not sure anyone was prepared for 
me throwing my toys out the pram mid-hill, 
but I put my stabilisers on and peddled on!
 
Now that YFC has got back into full swing, it’s 
exciting getting out and about seeing you all 
at your club and charity events. 
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I had the privilege of attending the 100 
year celebration of the Calf Club and 

Young Farmers at St Mary’s Church, 
Hemyock on Sunday 20th February. It was 
wonderful to meet so many current and 
past young farmer members who were all 
celebrating the history of the movement 
and looking forward to the next 100 
years. The Culm Valley members were 
a credit to our organisation, they spoke 
passionately about our young farmers 
and the positive impact it has had on 
their lives as well as asking the Bishop of 
Exeter, Rt Reverend Robert Atwell, some 
excellent questions about the future of 
British farming during the question and 
answer session. 
 
It was wonderful to see so many people at 
Exmouth Pavilions at the end of February 
either participating in or supporting 
the Pantomime, Cheerleading, Show 
Choir and Senior Member of the Year 
competitions. As ever the standard was 
extremely high which demonstrates 
the time and effort that the members 

COUNTY ORGANISER 
HELEN PRING

and people 
supporting them 
put in to each of 
the competitions. I would like to thank 
Alice, Rob, Adam, Fran, Dan, Rosie, Matt 
and the excellent team of officers for all 
their hard work to ensure the weekend 
was a great success.

Well done to all the members who 
participated in competitions throughout 
the SWA weekend. It was wonderful to 
watch you perform to such high standards 
in a variety of competitions, thank you for 
taking the time to practice in the lead up 
to the competition. I wish the members 
representing Devon and the South West 
the best of luck at the National Finals.
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COMPETITIONS 
ALICE CHAPPLE

Wow what a weekend! Having just returned 
home from our Pantomime weekend in 

Exmouth, I am feeling extremely proud to 
be Devon YFC’s Competition Chairman. The 
weekend has seen a huge number of members 
from across the county competing and it has 
been wonderful to see everyone’s talents.

Before this weekend we held our After Dinner 
Speaking Competition on Saturday 29th 
January at the Devon YFC Centre, where we 
had three teams competing. A massive thank 
you to our judges Les Heywood, Liz Priest and 
David Hartnoll. 

On the 26th and 27th of February we held 
our Pantomime, Cheerleading, Choir and 
Member of the Year Competitions at Exmouth 
Pavilions. We saw a club from each group 
in the county perform a pantomime and 
it was brilliant to see members of all ages 
participating. A huge thank you must go to 
our judges Caroline Dicks, Jason Hill and 
Sharon Wayland for their time and expertise 
across the weekend. 

We also held the Senior Member of the Year 
competition where we saw six participants 
from each group across the county firstly 
do a private interview which incorporated a 
presentation and then they had to answer two 
questions on stage. Thank you to our judges 
Mary Quicke and Dr Karen Wonnacott for 
their time and expertise. Thank you also to 
Crediton Milling for the sponsorship of this 
competition and enabling the winner to gain 
a scholarship place. 

A huge thank you must go to all the 
volunteers and supporters who have helped 
this weekend, we certainly couldn’t have put 
on such a show without you all.

AFTER DINNER SPEAKINGAFTER DINNER SPEAKING
1st 1st                  
2nd2nd                   
3rd  3rd  
Best MaleBest Male
Best Chairman  Best Chairman         

East DevonEast Devon
TarkaTarka
South Dartmoor South Dartmoor 
Tom Maynard Tom Maynard 
Becky DennisBecky Dennis

PANTOMIMEPANTOMIME
1st
2nd
3rd    
Best Actor
Best Actress
Best Moment 

Cheriton & Tedburn Cheriton & Tedburn 
Honiton Honiton 
TotnesTotnes
Robin Bennett Robin Bennett 
Georgina Bowden Georgina Bowden 
Cruwys MorchardCruwys MorchardSENIOR MEMBER OF THE YEARSENIOR MEMBER OF THE YEAR

1st 1st                  
2nd2nd                   
3rd  3rd  

Steph ColwillSteph Colwill
Fran MobbsFran Mobbs
Ellen Tapp & Megan BroomEllen Tapp & Megan Broom
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FULL-TIME AND 
PART-TIME STUDY

EDUCATION 

FOR

EVERYONE

A WIDE RANGE OF 
APPRENTICESHIP 
VACANCIES

DEGREES 
AVAILABLE ON 
YOUR DOORSTEP

SHORT COURSES
FOR LEISURE 
AND INDUSTRY

0330 123 4784                    

SUBJECT AREAS ON OFFER:
• Agriculture 
• Animal Care 
• Apprenticeships 
• Arboriculture  
• Construction
• Countryside & Conservation 
• English & Maths
• Equine Management

• Floristry
• Forest School Leadership  
• Foundation Learning 
• Gamekeeping 
• Golf
• Horticulture
• Land-based Engineering
• Military & Protective Services

• Outdoor Adventure
• Plant Operations
• Sport 
• Veterinary Nursing 
• Zoology

PLEASE CHECK WHICH CAMPUS YOUR CHOSEN SUBJECT IS OFFERED AT.

Bicton College and Duchy College offer residential accommodation for age 16+ 

bicton.ac.uk        duchy.ac.uk

SPORTS & SOCIAL
KATIE GRIST & KATIE NORTHMORE-LAND

Hi everyone! February has been another 
month full of sports and socials 

throughout clubs and county.

As a county we held our first ever roller 
skating evening at the Rollerdrome in 
North Devon.  The evening was extremely 
well attended by a variety of junior and 
senior members who all enjoyed trying 
something new! 

A massive congratulations to all the 
clubs who have taken part in Choir and 
Cheerleading competitions over the past 
month.  The county finals at Exmouth were 
an extremely high standard - the judges 
were astonished with the talent across all 
groups. 

There’s lots to look forward to in the 
upcoming months; the March ball is just 
around the corner, as well as our Pub 
Sports evening and Netball tournament 
at the beginning of April.  The Netball 
tournament will be a friendly competition 
and is open to all clubs; not just one per 
group! 

CHEERLEADINGCHEERLEADING
1st 1st                  
2nd2nd                   
3rd  3rd  

TarkaTarka
South Dartmoor (Tavistock)South Dartmoor (Tavistock)
East Devon 2East Devon 2

SHOW CHOIRSHOW CHOIR
1st 1st                  
2nd2nd                   
3rd  3rd  

HaldonHaldon
East DevonEast Devon
South Dartmoor & North DevonSouth Dartmoor & North Devon

AGRI REPORT
RUPERT SHINNER

We recently held our ‘Responsible Use of Medicines’ course at the 
YFC centre which sold out very quickly, so thanks to all whom 

took part and especially Lottie & Sylvaine the vets from Molecare who gave their time. Also a 
massive thanks to Dartington Cattle Breeders Trust for subsidising the course for the members 
by 50%! It was a very interesting course and great for everyone to have that necessary red tractor 
certificate. Hopefully we can all keep going forward to make the industry more responsible. 
Hopefully we’ll have another course very soon so keep a look out for that.
 
I’m in the process of sorting a trip to Balmoral show in Northern Ireland, more details to follow 
soon.

Joke of the month: Little Johnny was taken to the local livestock market by his father. They saw 
a farmer checking over a Dairy heifer by running his hands round the tailhead, down the rump, 
under the udder & squeezing the teats. “What’s that man doing Daddy?” asked little Johnny. 
“He’s thinking about buying her, so he’s checking her out son” replied his father. “Dad I think the 
postman wants to buy Mummy!”
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CLUB UPDATES
SOUTH DARTMOOR 
South Dartmoor have had a 
busy past month of events 
and competitions. Our 
competitions day proved 
South Dartmoor YFC was 
full of talented and skilled 
members throughout all 7 
clubs. 

Results of Pantomime 
were 1st Totnes, 2nd 
Kingsbridge, 3rd Newton 
Abbot and Ivybridge 
and 4th Dartmouth. Our 
Cheerleading winners were 
Tavistock with 2nd Newton 
Abbot and Ivybridge and 
3rd Roborough! 

We had 5 strong members 
take part in senior member 
of the year with Kayleigh 
Lovegrove (Ivybridge YFC) 
going through to represent 
us at County. A special 
mention to our best actor 
Josh Quant (Newton Abbot 
YFC) and best actress 
Camilla Crocker (Totnes 
YFC). Keep the talent 
coming. 

Anneliese Retallick

NORTH DEVON YFC
JUNIORS
North Devon Young Farmers 
have really promoted the 
growth of their Junior members 
(16 and under). Aware that 
Juniors have limited “let your 
hair down” events, a group 
of parents have taken on 
organising and running social 
events for the Juniors.

A Halloween party was 
successfully held last Autumn. 
Our Junior Christmas Ball was 
cancelled due to a national rise 
in Covid but we managed to 
hold a very successful Spring 
Dinner and Dance. This was 
probably the first time many 
young boys and girls had the 
chance to dress up - and they 
did. A two course roast and 
pudding was provided by the 
parents, with older members 
providing the waitresses. This 
event proved very popular 

TRAVEL REPORT
SHELLEY FORD

On the 25th February the travel team 
held their first fundraiser of the year - 

a bingo at Tedburn St Mary Village Hall. It 
was extremely well attended with around 
100 bingo players. Everyone had a great 
night and some would say the older ladies 
had a very good night flirting with our very 
own bingo caller Pete Shinner! Thanks to 

everyone that came 
and a big thank you 
to Exe Valley Farm 
Shop for providing 
the chicken dinners. We are busy planning 
our next event, so keep your eyes peeled 
for details in the coming months. 

SWA RESULTS!
MEMBER OF THE YEAR 
1st: Senior Member of the Year - Steph Colwill 
2nd: Junior Member of the Year - William Davie 

PERFORMING ARTS 
1st: Pantomime - Cheriton & Tedburn 
       Best Actor - Dan Grist 
1st: Cheerleading – Tarka
1st: Show Choir - Haldon 

SPORT
1st: Ladies Hockey - Honiton 
1st: Men’s Dodgeball - Exe Valley 

PUBLIC SPEAKING 
1st: Intermediate Brainstrust - Georgie Pengelly, 
Sophie Pratt, Henry Rich and Luke Stevens 
2nd: After Dinner Speaking - Becky Dennis, Tom 
Maynard, Megan Broom, Harry Sprague and 
Steph Colwill
2nd: Junior Public Speaking - Ruby McCombe, 
Gracie Rice and Rose McCombe
3rd: Junior Reading - Daisy Cligg, Jasmine Cligg 
and Ruby McCombe 
3rd: Situations Vacant - Katie Davie

#TEAMDEVON
and we are now looking to our 
next junior event. We will plan 
a Junior Christmas Ball for the 
end of the year.

To all other groups in Devon: 
we would encourage you to 
help your Juniors grow. They 
are the future of YFC. Like the 
older members they do want to 
socialise, meet new friends and 
learn new activities.
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Dartmouth YFC 
What a brilliant start to the 
year for Dartmouth. Our 
membership keeps growing, 
with more and more 
members getting involved 
in such a wide variety of 
activities. Our club charity 
calendars once again were a 
big hit with everyone!

Pantomime has been our 
main focus since Christmas. 
We managed to put 
together ‘Snow White and 
The Seven Eejits’ with 14 
members on stage, plus 
members and parents 
helping back stage, with all 

our junior members having a 
speaking role! This is a huge 
achievement for us and I am 
very proud of how we did at 
the South Dartmoor Group 
round. 

We  held our annual Dinner 
and Dance at The Cottage 
Hotel on Friday 4th of 
February this year. An 
excellent way to celebrate 
another year of amazing 
fundraising events, exciting 
competitions and fun 
activities. An awesome night 
filled with great food and 
lots of dancing! 

Amy Tope NEWTON ABBOT 
YFC 
What a successful morning 
we had at our annual Big 
Breakfast on Sunday 20th 
February! We are extremely 
grateful and proud to 
announce that the event 
raised just over £900 to 
donate to the Devon Air 

Kingsbridge Young Farmers have had a busy February. We came 2nd at the group Pantomime 

competition with our performance of Cinderella and the following week we had our charity 

performance raising around £800 for Devon Air Ambulance and RABI. At the end of the 

month, 30 members joined with Dartmouth YFC for a social evening at SuperTramp in 

Plymouth! We are now busy preparing for our Big Breakfast coming up on 13th March, on 

the same day we are also holding a raffle for Ukraine. All the money for this raffle will be 

going to Ukranian women and children seeking refuge in Poland.  

Hannah Rich 

KINGSBRIDGE YFC 

BRADWORTHY YFC 
What a busy and successful 

month Bradworthy YFC has 

had! On the 5th February 

we had our group round of 

Pantomime at The Park-house 

Centre which we won! This is 

such a big achievement for the 

club, as we haven’t done so 

for 32 years! Within the same 

week we received ‘Club of 

the month’ within South West 

Area. We also found out that 

we are the biggest club within 

Devon! I just want to say a big 

thank you to all members for 

their hard work. 

On the 12th February we 

had a club outing to Exeter 

Chiefs with 45 of us attending, 

everyone had such a good 

time watching the rugby! The 

day after (with some members 

having very sore heads), we 

held our Panto re-run,  with 

profits going to our panto fund 

and British Heart Foundation. 

Karen Cawsey

Ambulance – our chosen 
charity and a very worthwhile 
cause. Without the kindness 
of the food donations, this 
event would not have been 
such a successful day and 
for that reason, thank you 
so much to all our donations 
and everyone that came to 
support the event on the day!

Anneliese Retallick

Info@heywoodbars.co.uk
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Welcome to the Devon YFC job board! Here we display job adverts from the farming and rural 
community across the South West. If you would like to advertise a job vacancy for your business, 
please contact organiser@devonyfc.co.uk. Find out more information, with links to apply at 
www.devonyfc.co.uk/jobs.

Job Advert

British Wool: Temporary Field Officer
British Wool is looking to recruit a Field Officer to represent and promote 
the organisation during the peak season months.The role of Field 
Officer is a new position within this area, operating in Devon. The main 
assignment of the role is to attend livestock markets, agricultural shows 
and events predominantly in the area specified above, applicants for the 
role ideally need to be situated in this area.

NEW SUPPORT FOR 
AGRICULTURAL AND 
RURAL WORKERS
DARTT (Devon Agricultural and 

Rural Training Trust) is a relatively 

new charity and has been set up to 

offer grants towards education and 

training in agricultural and rural skills 

in Devon. Claire Purser, one of the 

Trustees and founder chair, advises 

people to look at the website www.

darttrust.org.uk, where full details and 

application forms for both individual 

and group applications can be found. 

Alternatively, she says that you can 

email darttrust@outlook.com for 

further information. 

The sort of subjects that have been 

supported so far are as diverse as 

rural leadership, farm management, 

book keeping and administration, 

DIY artificial insemination, sheep 

dog training, pesticide handling and 

application, quad bikes, chainsaws, 

mental health awareness, first aid and 

sign language training. 

Times Agro UK: On-Farm Sales 
Timac Agro UK are looking for outgoing and self-motivated individuals to 
join our on-farm sales teams in Devon, Cornwall, and Somerset.  The role 
involves consulting farmers to partly replace or supplement their current 
inputs with our premium solutions to provide them with a substantial 
return on investment whilst also farming more sustainably.  

Sarah Broom Floral Design and The Laura Persey 
Trust are teaming up to offer skills for life classes with 
Devon YFC! 

On Tuesday 26th April, 7:30pm at Wellhayes Farm 
(EX14 9HT), learn how to create your own floral spring 
wreath and receive lots of hints, tips and transferable 
skills when creating floral designs at home or at young 
farmers competitions. 

Refreshments are provided – you just need to bring 
along a pair or secateurs. This will cost members £20, 
with the rest of the fee being subsidised by the Laura 
Persey Trust. Email events@devonyfc.co.uk to book 
your space now!  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
MARCH
11th: Newton St Cyres Cider and Pasty Quiz
11th: Meshaw YFC Pizza and Pint Quiz 
12th: Tavistock Charity Dung Sale 
12th: Bow YFC Dung Sale 
12th/13th: Newton St Cyres Dung Sale 
13th: Axminster YFC Charity Big Breakfast 
13th: Kingsbridge Big Breakfast 
13th: Kingsbridge Ukraine Raffle 
13th: Dartmouth YFC Charity Dung Run 
13th: Braunton YFC Tractor Run 
17th: General Council 
19th: Devon YFC presents Paddy’s Ball!
20th: Withleigh YFC presents Cinderella!
 Tiverton High School, 7pm start.
22nd: Responsible Use of Medicines Course 
25th: Lewdown YFC Traffic Light Disco 
26th: Newton Abbot YFC Easter Charity Tractor Run 

Please send all newsletter contributions to: events@devonyfc.co.uk
Deadline for the April 2022 newsletter is Monday 28th March

If you’d like to advertise within this newsletter, there is a £70 fee per month. More competitive rate for
longer term adverts (Excluding YFC diary dates)

SUPPORTERS DRAW
Christopher Camp - £100.00
Diana Vanstone - £100.00
Nicky Lockyer - £100.00


