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Hello newsletter fans! This month really did

start with a bang -  the Masked Ball! Over 

 550 members flocked to Exeter Racecourse

- it really was a great night. A massive well

done to Meredith and team for pulling it off!

 

Clubs are starting to have their new members

evenings, it’s really good to hear how many

new faces are attending and getting

involved. There are also several club/group

dinner and dances starting to take place - a

great time for young farmers past, present

and future to all come together and

celebrate the past year. 

At the end of September we had a

celebration at the County Office for our Vice

Patrons, Vice Presidents and past

Chairman’s.

This was the perfect opportunity to say

thank you to our very own Terry Rounsefell,

who is retiring as our Treasurer after 36

years. The only fitting way to say thank you

was to name our conference room - The

Rounsefell Suite. A massive thank you to

Terry for all his time and dedication that he

has put into YFC. 

That is all from me for my final report. I’d like

to end by saying thank you to Dan, Denise

and Helen in the office for making the

federation tick along so smoothly. The

county officers for all their hard work, and

finally to all the members that have got

involved. It’s been a difficult year, but in true

YFC style we have all pulled through and

come out the other side. That’s all from me -

cheery bye for now!

FROM THE CHAIRMAN:

SUPPORTING DEVON YOUNG FARMERS

NOVEMBER 2021

COUNTY CHAIRMAN
MATT DARKE



We have had another fantastic month

of YFC activities, club meetings, social

events, competitions, new members

evenings and much much more. New

officers have settled into their roles very

quickly and have continued to ensure club

programmes are varied and busy! 

 

Well done to Meredith and her team for

organising and running a very successful

ball at Exeter Racecourse. 550 members

and non-members enjoyed a great

evening with live music from Route One,

we are already looking forward to the next

ball on Saturday 18th December. 

 

Over the past year it has been wonderful

to work with Matt and his team of chairs

of the steering groups – Becky, Meredith,

Camilla and Vicki. They are a fantastic

group of people who have continuously

gone above and beyond in their role to

ensure there is a variety of events and

activities for members to participate in.

They are adaptable, positive, resilient and

committed members who have achieved

so much in what can be described as an

unprecedented year. It has been lovely to

get to know them and I wish them the best

of luck in the future. 
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COUNTY ORGANISER REPORT

for their support. At this event we took the

opportunity to thank our Honorary

Treasurer Terry Rounsefell, who is stepping

down after 36 years in the role. He is a

wonderful person, with an amazing

foundation of knowledge about the YFC

movement. His support, progression,

insight into the financial world, and

decision making cannot be

underestimated. Without Terry being in this

role, the federation would not be in the

position that it finds itself in financially. He

was also instrumental in helping us to

secure our current premises in Cheriton

Bishop. On behalf of everybody involved

with Devon YFC, thank you Terry. 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone at our

County AGM on Thursday 25th November

at Dartmouth Golf and Country Club. 

 

HELEN PRING

On Sunday 26th September

we held an afternoon tea at

the Rural Hub to thank our

Vice Patrons, Vice Presidents

and past County Chairman's



1st: East Devon Pink

2nd: East Devon Green 

3rd: South Dartmoor B

Best Male Speaker

Charlie Hurford (Honiton)

Best Female Speaker

Daisy Cligg (Culm Valley)
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COMPETITIONS REPORT
Hi everyone! I am delighted to report on the

results from the Junior Reading competition

held on Thursday 7th October at the YFC

office. Thank you to all of the members who

took part, it was wonderful to see some new

faces giving the competition a go and thank

you to our judges Toby Ansdell and Amy

Davies for giving up your time.

Congratulations to Daisy Cligg, Ruby

McCombe and Jasmine Cligg who were

selected to go through to SWA - I’m sure you

will do Devon proud. 

The next speaking competition will be Junior

Public Speaking on Thursday 9th December, so

I hope to see lots of teams there. 

JUNIOR READING
RESULTS

As this is my last newsletter report, I would like to say it’s been a privilege to be

your Competitions Chairman and thank you to all of the Devon YFC team for all

of your support. Finally, good luck to Alice Gay - I’m sure you will do a fantastic

job and organise a great competitions programme. 

COMPETITIONS CHAIRMAN
CAMILLA CROCKER
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This last month has probably been my busiest since

taking on the role as Sports and Social Chairman.

On Saturday 2nd October the Honiton/Anstey

men's team, and Meshaw Junior tug of war teams

travelled to the National finals in Staffordshire. The

juniors pulled first competing well but unable to

make it out of the pool stages. Having rained

heavily all day, conditions were not good for the

men's team, with the ground turning to mud fast.

Despite this, they sailed through to the final,

coming home with the 2nd prize medal. Well done

to the three members who also competed at the

national clay shooting final on the same day. 

That night was our first young farmer’s ball for

nearly two years. 550 members partied the night

away to the band Route 21 and DJs from Your

Perfect Night. We enjoyed a hog roast from

Kenniford Farm Shop and a bar kindly provided by

Heywoods. Thankfully the rain stopped for a few

hours at Exeter Racecourse. Thanks must also be

given to FCN who hosted the cloakroom for the

evening and all of the county team who helped out

on the doors. We are well on our way to organising

the biggest Christmas ball ever. It was great to see

so many of those who had competed at the

National final make it back to Devon to celebrate

their wins with other members. 

 

SPORTS & SOCIAL REPORT

SPORTS & SOCIAL CHAIRMAN

MEREDITH HOSKIN

On Sunday, the North Devon ladies team also

travelled to Stafford. They struggled from lack of

sleep from the ball, but the ladies qualified from

the group stages. The team went on to come 2nd. 

Well done to all those who competed in the

National finals and thank you to everyone who

attended the ball and made it a great success. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my year as the sports

and social chair, and I wish Katie and Katie the

best twelve months. Hopefully we can continue to

get back to a full YFC programme. 

 





AGRI REPORT

Hi Agri Fans! It’s my last newsletter report - where

has that year gone? I’m certainly glad we have

ended the year without restrictions and have had

lots of on-farm walks!

As mentioned in the last newsletter we had the

agri trip to Somerset on the 24th  September

where 27 members attended. The first farm we

visited was the Cutsey herd of pedigree South

Devon’s owned by Ed Hawkins. The second farm

was at Lye Cross Farms. Unfortunately we couldn’t

look around the cheese factory, however we still

looked around their main farm.  Lastly, we headed

to Thatcher’s for a tour and tasting which was

thoroughly enjoyed by all, learning the whole

process from apples to the cider we drink. In

between all of this we stopped at pubs for lunch

and tea and some members ventured into Weston

Super Mare afterwards. It was a great day and it

was lovely to see members mixing and making

new friends. 

On the following Monday we had another farm

walk at Heanton Barton near Torrington. This was

attended by 33 members who looked around Jim

Kirk’s 600 cow dairy unit. Jim is part of the AHDB

monitor farms and 4 years ago changed from

robots to a 60 point rotary parlour. My thanks to

Three Counties Feeds for sponsoring the food.

My last farm walk will be held at Devonshire

Poultry near Honiton. They produce over 3.5

million broiler chickens a year from 6 different

farms, so it should be a really interesting walk.

Dates to be confirmed, but will be at some point

in November. There will be a maximum of 20

places, but if there was to be more then they can

accommodate another date and there will be a

few strict biosecurity measures in place.

 
 AGRI CHAIRMAN
BECKY DENNIS
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As it’s my last report I have a few people to thank.

Firstly thank you to the farms who have allowed us

to have walks, without them we couldn’t have agri

walks. Secondly thank you to you, the members, who

have either watched the talks online or come along

to the farm walks, I hope you enjoyed them and took

something away from them. And lastly a huge thank

you to Helen, Dan and Denise our fantastic office

staff for all their support and advice, and to Dan for

putting together the amazing posters and pushing

the walks and talks on socials. Good luck to Rupert

for the next year – I’m sure he will do a grand job!

1.
Ed Hawkins - Pedigree South
Devons Beef Suckler Herd 

2.

Lye Cross Farms 
The Alvis Family 

3.
Thatcher's Cider 
Tour & Tasting!



TRAVEL REPORT

So another year has come to a close and with it, my final

newsletter submission as your Travel Chairman. The past

year has been a tricky one but despite everything we

sent two teams off their adventures abroad (well out of

Devon, which is close enough to abroad in my opinion!) 

On the 30th of October the interviews were held to find

next year’s intrepid explorers – massive thanks to our 4

judges Nicholas Gilbert, Linda Bealey, Louise Kittow and

Jake Henson. Also this month, as promised, we have

drawn the winning names on the raffle – congratulations

to all the winners - any vouchers will be posted to you. If

you have won a physical prize, please contact the office

on 01647 24120 to arrange to collect it. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported our travelling

teams over the past 2 years - without you nothing would

have been possible. All that is left for me to do is to wish

Shelley and her vice all the best of luck for the next year,

thank Denise, Helen, Dan and Jane for all their help and

support and for the final time to say, stay safe and big

love, 
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 TRAVEL CHAIRMAN

VICKI GILBERT

Otter Valley Gift Pack – Janice Burrough

AA Road Map – Robin Dare

Dartington Glass Ticket – Mike Down

Dartington Glass Ticket – Mark Pearse

A Painting – Gillian Balsdon

Quince Honey Ticket – Hannah O’Neil

Quince Honey Ticket – Pauline Steniford

Eden Project Ticket – Martin Liversidge

Exeter Race Course Ticket – Laura Dare

Kenniford Farm Voucher – Emma Burrough 

Kenniford Farm Voucher – Ellie Down

Mug – Diana Dyer

New Holland Hat – Robert Pearse

NWF Agriculture Fleece – Annette Pearse

New Holland Fleece – Jade Isaac

Spanners – Abi Pearse

Treat Bag – Phillip Burrough

TRAVEL RAFFLE
WINNERS
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Clawton YFC have had a great start to their year,

with 34 members enjoying bowling at Trethorne. We

then got 1st prize at Okehampton Carnival with our

Wild West theme. We are looking forward to our next

meeting of pumpkin carving and our annual

Halloween Disco! 

On Friday 12th November we are holding our YFC

Blind Drop, which is part of Tarka’s Winter Challenges.

Ashwater Hall, 7 for 7:30pm start - £5/person to

include soup and roll - teams of 4-6. 

It’s been a busy month or so for us. To start the new

YFC year we were super proud to be finalists in the

NFYFC Community spirit award. We then had our new

members evening with 14 new members and lots of

returning members as well. We then had our annual

trip to Trethorne for bowling and of course the

dodgems with 30 members attending. 

October saw our cider and pasty quiz with 13 teams in

attendance raising over £200 for the Stroke

Association. Members have also been competing in

speaking competitions and busy painting the carnival

float with the theme of ‘Thank You keyworkers’; at

Okehampton carnival we got 3rd prize. It’s great to

be back doing YFC activities and doing what we do

best! Here’s to the next few busy months… 

Jenny Tratt

CLAWTON YFC  

Becky dennis

LEWDOWN YFC  



TUPPER THE TRACTOR
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Yarcombe have kicked the year off with a very

successful new members meeting! We have also

been represented at brainstrust, with the seniors

coming 4th and the intermediate team coming

6th. Will Vining was picked for the senior East

Devon team and Adam Burrough as a reserve for

the East Devon intermediate team. The year is

beginning to build nicely and we are planning to

take lots of members to the Somerset Ball!

emily dunster

YARCOMBE YFC  

Written by roger hill

The adventures of Tupper are stories I used to tell to our

children when they were small and later to our grandchildren.

Sadly in 2018, we lost our youngest grandson ‘Raffy’, at only 25

days old.

Our family were looked after at the Cots for Tots’ house

attached to St Michael’s Hospital Bristol, where Raffy was being

cared for. The family were given a free private and comforting

space close to their little one for as long as they needed it.

Cots for Tots House offers precious peace of mind to parents

going through one of the toughest times of their lives. It covers

the whole of the southwest of England and Wales. 

Tupper is now printed and profits will be supporting this

wonderful charity. I hope you enjoy the story, Roger Hill.

tupper the tractor

@tupperthetractor



Exeter Turkey Farm: Seasonal Workers Required
Exeter Turkey Farm rear Turkeys and Geese for Christmas. We require staff
to help us get our poultry oven ready for Christmas. When: 29th November
2021 until 21st December 2021. For further information or to apply email
info@exeterturkeyfarm.co.uk or call Mike Leach on 07889 825796. 

Bicton College: Agriculture Lecturer
Based at Bicton College, we are looking for an experienced individual to
teach elements of our agricultural programmes. We are particularly
looking for someone from the industry with land-based machinery
experience, especially agricultural machinery. If you require further
information please email peter.reed@bicton.ac.uk. 

Devon Communities Together: Treasurer
Could you help us support communities in Devon to thrive? Devon
Communities Together is recruiting a Treasurer to join our Board of
Trustees. Closing date for applications: 9am Monday 1st November
2021. For More information, please visit our website.  

Welcome to the Devon YFC job board! Here we display job adverts from the farming and rural community

across the South West. If you would like to advertise a job vacancy for your business, please contact

organiser@devonyfc.co.uk. Find out more information, with links to apply at www.devonyfc.co.uk/jobs. 

Job Advert 

Bicton College: Arboriculture Lecturer
Based at Bicton College, we are looking for a motivated and proactive
lecturer to deliver lessons to our apprentices and FE students on L2 and
L3 programmes in Arboriculture. If you require further information please
email peter.reed@bicton.ac.uk

mailto:info@exeterturkeyfarm.co.uk
mailto:peter.reed@bicton.ac.uk
mailto:peter.reed@bicton.ac.uk
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Please send all newsletter contributions to: newsletter@devonyfc.co.uk
Deadline for the December 2021 newsletter is Wednesday 17th November 

If you'd like to advertise within this newsletter, there is a £70 fee per month. More competitive rate for

longer term adverts. (Excluding YFC diary dates) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

4th: Club Leaders Training 

4th: Stock Judging Training 

6th/7th: Officers Training Weekend 

10th: Club Leaders Training 

11th: Treasurers Training 

12th: Clawton's Blind Drop 

13th: Cheriton & Tedburn Dinner & Dance 

18th: General Council Meeting 

19th: Witheridge Pudding and Quiz Night 

25th: County AGM 

26th: Tarka Dinner & Dance 

27th: Exe Valley Pint & Pasty Quiz 

27th: Ivybridge Dinner & Dance 

27th: Newton St Cyres Dinner & Dance 

27th: North Devon YFC Dinner & Dance 

28th: County Sports Finals 

NOVEMBER


