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Hello again newsletter fans! 

I have had the pleasure of going along to

some of the club AGMs and it’s really eye-

opening seeing how well young farmers have

been able to adapt to the virtual world to keep

everyone involved with activities and

competitions. Also, it’s great to see how much

the club’s and members have still been able to

get up to so much in the last 12 months. 

The speaking competitions are upon us again

and it was great to have rooms full of members

for the Call My Bluff county round and it was

truly entertaining to hear all the stories and the

way they were told was top class! 

so well. South Dartmoor held their Field Day at

the end of September, with over 300 entries

from the 7 clubs and loads of members getting

involved on the day, it just reminds you of the

great YFC spirit. 

We have our first big social event just around

the corner, our Autumn Masked Ball at Exeter

Racecourse is sure to be a great night, so be

there or be square (I believe is the correct

saying!) I look forward to seeing you all soon!

Cheery bye for now. 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN:

SUPPORTING DEVON YOUNG FARMERS

OCTOBER 2021

COUNTY CHAIRMAN

MATT DARKE

Both our senior and junior scholarships took

place here in the UK and we also had a Junior

Forum meeting on the 5th of September at the

YFC Centre. It was great to see so many young

members attending and getting involved



It’s been a fantastic month of AGM’s,

ball preparation and competitions.

Devon YFC truly feels like it is back to full

swing with hundreds of members signing

up to the federation this month alone.

Our full programme has just been

released, with opportunities for all

members to take part in something; there

is a plethora of activities on offer. With

new officers comes new training

opportunities for all who are holding club

management positions. I look forward to

seeing all Chairmen and Secretaries at our

training weekend in Okehampton on

6th/7th November.
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COUNTY ORGANISER REPORT

all social activities/engagements we

encourage everyone to take a lateral flow

prior to attending to ensure we are doing

everything possible to stop the spread of

Covid-19. 

I look forward to seeing you at an event

soon.

 

HELEN PRING

The Harvest Service

returns on Sunday 24th

October at Exeter

Cathedral, members and

associates of YFC are

welcome to attend. With 



1st: East Devon

2nd: North Devon

3rd: Haldon & South Dartmoor

Best Male Speaker

Ross Hurford

Best Female Speaker

Hannah Rich
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COMPETITIONS REPORT
Hi everyone! I hope you are all looking forward to

a new YFC year. This is my penultimate report so I

am thrilled to be able to share some fantastic

results from the Call My Bluff competition which

was held on Thursday 16th September at the Waie

Inn. Thank you to all of the members who took

part and our brilliant judges Clare Edworthy, Paul

Gillbard, Rob Cann and Jon Cleave. It was a very

entertaining evening and it was great to see

everyone gathered together again for a speaking

competition. 

INTERMEDIATE CALL MY

BLUFF RESULTS

1st: South Dartmoor 

2nd: North Devon

3rd: East Devon

Best Male Speaker

Jordan Winter 

Best Female Speaker

Jess Broom

SENIOR CALL MY BLUFF

RESULTS
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It’s just 24 hours to go before we will be partying

the night away at Exeter Racecourse! So it’s time

to dig out your suits and party dresses. We hope

you are all looking forward to the biggest young

farmers night since SWA 2020. The bar will be both

cash and card. 

Please help us on the night by uploading a negative

lateral flow test to the government website 6 hours

before. We look forward to sharing photos with you

in the next newsletter. 

 

SPORTS & SOCIAL REPORT

On another note, best of luck to those competing in the national sports finals this weekend. Anstey/Honiton

men and Meshaw juniors are competing in the National Tug of War finals. North Devon ladies are competing

in netball, East Devon are competing in football and Josh Mason, Ben May and Ellen Layzell will all be

shooting in the clay finals. We wish you all the best of luck! Now let’s get ready to party. 

SPORTS & SOCIAL CHAIRMAN

MEREDITH HOSKIN

COMPETITIONS CHAIRMAN

CAMILLA CROCKER

The future speaking competitions are listed below and it would be great to

see lots of teams entered and hopefully some new members giving it a go! 

Junior Reading: Thursday 7th October

Brainstrust (Intermediate and Senior): Thursday 28th October

Junior Public Speaking: Thursday 9th December





Hi Agri fans,

September has been another busy month for the

AGRI programme with the AGRI Somerset day trip  

and an evening tour of Jim Kirk’s.

At the time of writing my report we haven’t been

on these tours yet, so there will be a full report in

the next newsletter! But here is a bit about what

we are expecting: on the 24th September  we

are visiting our next door neighbour Somerset.

There are 3 farms lined up - a beef suckler herd, a

large dairy farm and finishing at Thatchers Cider.

The following Monday we have another farm walk

being held by Jim Kirk and family at Heanton

Barton, Petrockstowe, who from November last

year became part of the AHDB monitor farms

programme. 

Coming up we have a farm tour lined up for the

19th October by kind permission of Jeff Merrin,

Kingsbridge. It’s going to start a bit earlier than

usual at 6.30pm as the nights are pulling in now!

 

AGRI REPORT

 AGRI CHAIRMAN

BECKY DENNIS
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He is rearing and finishing 2000 Angus calves a year

and everything is sold fat to ABP Langport – a

minimum of 40 a week. They are on an all extensive

grazing grass base running 1500 acres. All calves

are bought at 2 weeks old, mostly all privately and

finished at an average age of 22 months 310-315

KG. This should be another interesting farm tour, so

book in with the county office for your space! 
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TRAVEL REPORT

Hey guys! What a busy month it’s been since our

last update; both our scholarship groups made

it home and our very own Vice Travel Chair

Shelley Down got herself married!

Congratulations Shelley & Mike and thank you

so much for inviting me to celebrate with you -

on behalf of all at Devon YFC we wish you a

lifetime of love and laughter together! 

Our two teams had such a great time away;

with farm tours, water sports and some cheeky

fancy dress - I bet it’s really stirred your interest

and got you to want to apply for next year’s 

 

 TRAVEL CHAIRMAN

VICKI GILBERT

trips! Well luckily for you - applications are now open! It’s so simple to apply, just fill out the application form

and then give it your all at the interview on the 30th October. It’s such an amazing opportunity so please don’t

put it off - you’ll never know what you can achieve until you give it a go! You can find the application form on

our website. 

This is also your last call to buy raffle tickets! The winning numbers will be announced in the November

Newsletter so if you want the chance to win a fun prize please contact the office or one of the recently

returned travellers to buy your ticket!

Best of luck to everyone applying this year and we’ll see you on the 30th! Until then, stay safe and big love, 

JUNIOR SCHOLARSHIP 2021

Two years ago now the group of us interviewed

for the scholarship, with not a thought in our

heads of a global pandemic interrupting our

plans and so although Sweden and Brecon

aren’t the usual transferable holiday

alternatives, I think we can all agree that we

made the most of it! 

Our Welsh adventure began with the nine of us

heading for Barry Island along the dreaded and 



ellie pincombe
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heaving M5, and it’s safe to say that Gavin and Stacey’s TV glamour

really glorified the seaside town in a big way. Following the rides and

amusements we stopped at the local big Tesco and swiftly cleared

them out of lunch supplies and beverages, which were devoured

through some late night games back at the hostel. This set the tone for

the rest of our trip as alongside the pre-planned activities of canoeing,

archery and sightseeing we also frequented Brecon Wetherspoons

where we made friends with Tony the local taxi driver. 

On our final day in Brecon we decided to partake in the £10 Charity Shop Challenge to find the evenings

attire for each other, which resulted in a mis-matched gang of granny’s hitting up Brecon. We finished packing

the week nicely with a farm tour hosted by David Brute where we learnt from and listened to his experience in

breeding quality cattle, maintaining his flock of sheep and being a contractor. All in all, although it wasn’t

what any of us were expecting when we applied for our scholarship, it was an experience we will never

forget!

SENIOR SCHOLARSHIP 2021

Finally, after almost two years since finding out we

were off on a scholarship, 7 girls from across Devon set

off on our journey to Shropshire. We were booked in to

stay at Bridges Youth Hostel near Ratlinghope for 3

nights. 

Our journey started with a stop off at Gloucester

Services where we enjoyed lunch, later we stopped off

at Ludlow Tesco to purchase our food and drink for our

stay. We then arrived at our destination where we were

welcomed with a home cooked evening meal and

spent the evening playing games and getting to know

one another. For some of us meeting at the YFC

Centre was the first time we had ever met each other,

so the journey and the first evening was a good

opportunity to get to know each other.

Day two of our stay was jammed packed full of

activities. We started off at the Edge Adventure Centre 

where we did archery and axe throwing, an activity which was new to many of us, and Rosie Bennett had top

score! In the afternoon we enjoyed a game of crazy golf on an 18-hole course. In the evening we joined

Bridgenorth and Rushby and Cardington Young Farmers Clubs for a quick game of rounders before heading to

the pub for a social. Our next morning consisted of a 2-hour canoe trip along the Severn River where we

stopped off midway and for coffee and cake. In the afternoon we met Alberbury Young Farmers Club for a

very interesting tour of a 250,000-bird poultry farm.



On Saturday 18th September we held our tractor run

in memory of Matt Vanstone starting off and finishing

in Winkleigh Airfield (thanks to the Luscombe family for

the use of the yard). 

Although we ran into concerns from highways and

police meaning we had to be strict on rules, we still

had a grand total of 111 tractors take part in the run,

being set off in groups of 20 at a time. Matt’s much

beloved tractor brand John Deere saw a huge turn-

out of 46 attend. As a tribute, we had all the John

Deere’s heading off first with his family leading the

way along the 22 mile route through Iddesleigh,

Hatherleigh Moor, Exbourne and past Matt’s family

farm on the way back to the finish. Once back

everyone enjoyed a pasty and drink. We had a talk

from FCN, our chosen charity about the importance of

mental health and supporting others. There was also a

Dyno at the finish which gathered people around and

had all the tractor fans in excitement

BOW & WINKLEIGH YFC

TRACTOR RUN

James pearce
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as to whose tractor is the most powerful, thanks

to Tractor Tuning UK for attending and kindly

donating all money to the charity. We also held a

raffle with loads of prices donated from 24 local

businesses ranging from vouchers to a Dewalt

drill. Our #Chat4Matt stickers were located on

many vehicles attending and we are still selling

them through ‘The Tattooed Crafter’.

The total raised from the event is £3817.50

with donations still coming in as I write this

which will be split between FCN and the two

YFC clubs. It is so nice to see pictures and

videos of the event being shared with the sound

of excitement from children. Thank you to

everyone who helped organise, set-up, take part

and watch the tractors go past, it was a very

successful event.

alice gay

We then had a tour and wine tasting of Rowton

Vineyard which two of their members have

recently set up on their family farm and we

thoroughly enjoyed the wine which they have

made! It was now time to head home, and we

couldn’t not stop off at the famous Diddly Squat

Farm Shop on route home. The site was full of

visitors, so it was a quick photo with the sign and

we headed on our travels again.  

What a brilliant few days it was. With a jammed

packed full itinerary, we could not thank Vicki

enough for all she organised. I was extremely

fortunate to win my scholarship through the John

Spear trophy at the AGM and I cannot thank

Devon YFC enough for giving me this experience. I

would highly recommend a scholarship to all young

farmers members and suggest that you don’t

hesitate in applying for a scholarship!



H R Jasper & Son Ltd: Production Operatives
We are looking for production operatives to join our team on a Full-time,
Permanent basis, normal working hours are between 7am and 4pm
Monday to Friday.

Welcome to the Devon YFC job board! Here we display job adverts from the farming and rural community

across the South West. If you would like to advertise a job vacancy for your business, please contact

organiser@devonyfc.co.uk. Find out more information, with links to apply at www.devonyfc.co.uk/jobs. 

South West Highways: Highways Maintenance Operative
In this role you will work on various maintenance works including footway
construction and repair, drainage, masonry, emergency and maintenance
tasks and the installation of low speed temporary traffic management.

FarmVets SouthWest Ltd: FT Tuberculin Tester (Approved or
Trainee)
We seek a positive, pro-active trainee to join our happy practice team in an
RCVS accredited practice.

Job Advert 

Ringway: Highways Maintenance Operative
We are looking to recruit permanent Highways Operatives working from
our depot at Rockbeare (near Exeter Airport) to support the A30/A35 – a
vital route in the South West.

J Croft Contracting
We have a fantastic opportunity for a full time, permanent worker or an apprentice to join our agricultural contractor
team. We are based just outside South Molton, and travel across Devon and Somerset. The job role is varied but
would include fencing, chainsaw work, tractor driving, ground works and construction work.
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Please send all newsletter contributions to: newsletter@devonyfc.co.uk
Deadline for the November 2021 newsletter is Wednesday 20th October 

If you'd like to advertise within this newsletter, there is a £70 fee per month. More competitive rate for

longer term adverts. (Excluding YFC diary dates) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

2nd: Masked Ball @ Exeter Racecourse 

2nd-3rd: National Sports Finals 

5th: Alverdiscott YFC New Members Evening 

7th: Junior Reading County Finals 

8th: Lewdown YFC Cider & Pasty Quiz 

9th: Bow YFC Big Breakfast 

15th: Sid & Otter YFC Halloween Disco 

16th: Exe Valley Dinner & Dance 

19th: AGRI Farm Walk - Jeff Merrin 

21st: Members Meeting 

22nd: Lewdown YFC Disco 

24th: Harvest Festival 

28th: Brainstrust County Final 

OCTOBER


