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Clubs and groups are starting to have their

AGMs now, I’d like to thank all the outgoing

officers for all the hard work that they have put

in to help their clubs pull through the difficult

last 12 months. Also, good luck to the incoming

officers. 

With lots of events in the YFC calendar, make

sure you keep an eye on all that is happening

and get involved as much as possible. I look

forward to seeing lots of you out and about. 

Cheery bye for now!

Hello newsletter fans! August has been another

busy month for Devon young farmers, with the

sense of normality returning, along with the

return of the YFC calendar and activities.

There have been lots of club and group social

activities happening around the county

bringing all our members back together. 

There has been several parties and dances

taking place, allowing members to get back to

have fun and also earn money for their clubs

and charities. It was great to see the county

It’s a Knockout take place and a great craic

was had by all that attended. 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN:

SUPPORTING DEVON YOUNG FARMERS

SEPTEMBER 2021

COUNTY CHAIRMAN

MATT DARKE



The month of August seems to have

gone in a flash but it has been lovely to

see and hear of lots of YFC activities

across the county, from tractor runs

and shows, to field days and beach

trips. The junior members had a fantastic

time at the South West Area Junior

Activities Weekend, thank you to our

leaders Alice and John for accompanying

them and leading lots of the activities. 

 

As we are about to enter AGM season, I

would like to thank all the outgoing club

and group officers who have worked so

hard over the past year, under challenging

circumstances, to ensure members have

been able to socialise, raise money for

charity, take part in competitions and most

importantly have fun. It has been fantastic

to work with you all and thank you for

keeping Devon YFC firmly on the map! 

With COVID still very much around us, we

are still promoting holding events and

meetings in well ventilated areas, where

possible, to minimise the risk of infection. 
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COUNTY ORGANISER REPORT

condition of entry for large scale social

activities, this is the same process for

people to enter nightclubs.

I look forward to seeing members at club

AGM’s in the next couple of weeks!

 

HELEN PRING

From October, members

will need to download the

NHS App to show proof of

either double vaccination

or a negative lateral

flow/PCR test as a 



What a weekend! 

On the bank holiday Sunday we hosted the Devon YFC It’a a knockout and

End of Summer party kindly hosted by the Maynard family. The It’s a

Knockout got very messy, with paint, eggs and plenty of water getting

involved. The placings were as follows: 
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COMPETITIONS REPORT

COMPETITIONS CHAIRMAN
CAMILLA CROCKER

SPORTS & SOCIAL REPORT

SPORTS & SOCIAL CHAIRMAN

MEREDITH HOSKIN

Call My Bluff (Intermediate and Senior): Thursday 16th September 

Junior Reading: Thursday 7th October

Brainstrust (Intermediate and Senior): Thursday 28th October

I look forward to seeing all of the teams at the county finals for these upcoming

competitions - showcasing what great public speakers Devon YFC has to offer. 

After a shower, members partied the night away with the travel team providing a BBQ. 

Thank you to all who attended and helped, and hopefully we can look forward to some

balls over autumn and winter! 

1ST ANSTEY

2ND SID & OTTER YFC

3RD DEVON YFC OFFICERS

4TH DEVON & SOMERSET

Hi Everyone! I hope you are all enjoying the return to some sense of normality, with lots of YFC events now

being able to go ahead. 

The speaking competitions will be starting again in September, so please encourage your members to take

part and get practicing. The county finals will be held on the following dates: 



IT'S A

KNOCKOUT!
 

IT'S A

KNOCKOUT!
 & END OF SUMMER PARTY
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AGRI REPORT

 Hi Agri Fans,

On the 26th August we held another great farm tour

at North Wyke, a Rothamsted Research farm near

North Tawton, Okehampton. We had 22 members

attend on a beautiful summers evening. Rothamsted

Research North Wyke is globally recognised for its

research into the sustainable intensification of

grassland livestock systems, undertaking research to

demonstrate the true impact and value of ruminant

livestock systems. The site hosts a 350ha beef and

sheep farm which includes the North Wyke Farm

Platform ‘farm lab’, a large-scale research facility to

study the complete flow of nutrients from soil to

food. They keep 150 stabiliser suckler cows, finishing

everything on grass at 18-20 months, whilst also

keeping 600 ewes, again finishing everything on

grass and supplying straight to the abattoir. It was a

very interesting tour learning about the different

research projects they undertake on the animals,

grassland and arable and seeing state of the art

technology.

 AGRI CHAIRMAN

BECKY DENNIS

We have a busy September coming up with another farm walk being held by kind permission of Jim Kirk and

family of Heanton Barton, Petrockstowe, Near Hatherleigh. This is on the 27th September at 7pm with food

kindly sponsored by Three Counties Feeds.  Last year the farm became part of the AHDB monitor farms

programme to improve the herd and look to go to three times a day milking. Spaces are limited and on a

first-come, first-served basis - so email events@devonyfc.co.uk to book your space now! 
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Also,  on the 24th September we have the AGRI day trip to Somerset. We will be

having three tours throughout the day. We will be meeting at the YFC centre at 8am

and there will be a £5 cost for the Thatcher's tour - we will also be stopping for

food, so remember to bring money for that as well! Spaces are limited and on a

first-come, first-served basis - so email events@devonyfc.co.uk to book your space

now! 

 

More AGRI walks are to be confirmed for October, so keep your eye on the Devon

YFC Facebook and Instagram pages!
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TRAVEL REPORT

So at the time of writing I have just come back inside

the office after waving both scholarship teams off on

their travels. The juniors are meeting the rest of their

team on route to the Brecon Beacons where they’ll spend

their week taking part in a guided canoe tour, hiking,

archery and attending a farm tour. The seniors are

heading to Shropshire and will be joined by their final

team member tonight. Their week is looking exciting, with

paddle boarding, axe throwing, two farm tours and a

rounders social with a local club. 

 

At the County It’s a Knock Out on Sunday the travel team

manned the BBQ to fundraise for their trips and they also

kindly helped out the county team on the door and

behind the bar. 

Keep an eye on all the DFYFC social media’s this week

for a daily update of both teams on all their adventures

that they’re having! A full round up will be in next month’s

newsletter and each traveller will have their report

scrapbook at the Devon County Show for your viewing. 

  TRAVEL CHAIRMAN

VICKI GILBERT

 

The interviews for next year’s travel scholarships will be on October 30th,

so get applying as soon as the application forms are with your club. 



South Dartmoor have had a busy August! Members headed up to Bicton College to compete in the netball,

football and laser clay shooting competition. Special mention to Rupert Shinner who won the Men’s laser clays. 

Next it was on to our first social of the month. Members from all 7 clubs headed down to Cornwall to take on

the Aquapark at Adrenaline Quarry, a great afternoon had by all! A week later, we had our next social.

Members got together for our annual rounders match and BBQ. 

Clubs in South Dartmoor have also been busy organising their own events. A neon party, dinner and dance and

charity events have all been successfully held this month. We are now all busy preparing for our annual field day

being held on 19th September!

Ivybridge held a new members

event on the 1st August. They

had an amazing turn out of

over 20 new members!

Everyone had fun playing

rounders and football, followed

by a BBQ and a quick talk

explaining what young farmers

is all about. 

IVYBRIDGE YFC

SOUTH DARTMOOR YFC

HANNAH RICH

duncan wilmot
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Hi my name is Jess Parkhouse and I went on the

SWA Junior weekend 2021!

The weekend was 4 days long, from Friday morning

until Monday morning and was held in Wales at

Acorn Adventure, beside Llangorse lake. All of the

young farmers under 17 in the South West Area are

allowed to sign up to go and it cost around £120. 

This is a great event because you get to meet new

people and build friendships. You get to do all

different types of activities including canoeing,

archery, tug of war, bush crafts, caving, axe

throwing, shooting and climbing in different

groups. 

SWA JUNIOR ACTIVITIES

WEEKEND

JESS PARKHOUSE
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Each evening the Acorn staff plan an evening

activity like campfire building and you get

breakfast, lunch and tea done all by the Acorn

staff. You sleep in different pods with someone

you know and some new faces. My favourite part

of the weekend was the massive water fight at

the end of the weekend! I would definitely

recommend this weekend to junior members in

the future.

THANK YOU TO OUR DEVON LEADERS: ALICE ENDICOTT & JOHN HURFORD 



Relief milker/GFW required near Crediton.
Ideally every Friday & alternate weekends. Experience preferred but not essential. Full training can be given. Pay
according to experience – can be employed or self-employed. Excellent opportunity to learn & develop skills in the
dairy industry on a friendly family farm. Excellent modern equipment & dairy computer farm system. For more
information ring Will on 07813076990.

Welcome to the Devon YFC job board! Here we display job adverts from the farming and rural community

across the South West. If you would like to advertise a job vacancy for your business, please contact

organiser@devonyfc.co.uk. Find out more information, with links to apply at www.devonyfc.co.uk/jobs. 

Emily Fleur Photography & Marketing: Marketing Apprentice 
We’re looking for a hard-working, creative, personable individual with a
willingness to learn. Your primary role is to design, build and implement
digital campaigns across a variety of online and social media platforms
alongside the marketing manager.

County Grounds Maintenance Ltd: Horticulture Apprentice
You would generally be working on small housing developments, private
domestic gardens. You would be responsible for carrying out a range of 
 maintenance duties to achieve a pleasant/functional outdoor environment.

Job Advert 

NFU Mutual Totnes: Customer Services Adviser
NFU Mutual’s Totnes Agency, located near Dartington, is currently recruiting
for a Customer Services Adviser. As a Customer Service Adviser, you will
contribute to the effective and efficient running of the agency, assisting the
agents with their work, identifying and pursuing opportunities to contribute
to the achievement of targets for general insurance and financial services,
together with meeting customer service standards.

Stanford Sheep: Shepherd Required
An exciting opportunity has arisen for an enthusiastic and ambitious person to join our team of highly experienced
and dedicated shepherds taking responsibility for the care and husbandry of 5,000 outdoor-lambed Beulah ewes plus
replacements.
To apply, or for more information, please email a full CV and covering letter to info@lrfarms.co.uk before
1stSeptember 2021.

mailto:info@lrfarms.co.uk
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Please send all newsletter contributions to: newsletter@devonyfc.co.uk
Deadline for the October 2021 newsletter is Monday 20th September 

If you'd like to advertise within this newsletter, there is a £70 fee per month. More competitive rate for

longer term adverts. 
(Excluding YFC diary dates) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

3rd: Axminster YFC Vaccination Party

5th: Junior Forum Pizza & Games Night

12th: Tarka YFC Rally 

15th: Lewdown YFC New Members Evening 

16th: County Call My Bluff Finals 

17th: Withleigh YFC Remedies Party 

18th: Winkleigh & Bow YFC Tractor Run 

19th: South Dartmoor YFC Tractor Run  

23rd: AGRI Somerset Day Trip 

27th: Heanton Barton Farm Walk 

SEPTEMBER


